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Employment in the Rogue Valley: September 2025
Federal Government Shutdown Pauses Employment Reports

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) suspended the monthly employment and
unemployment reports for the nation, states, and metropolitan areas as of Oct. 1, 2025.
Oregon’s monthly jobs and unemployment rate for September are unavailable at this time.

Federal Government Jobs in Oregon

Oregon had an average of 29,000 federal government jobs covered by unemployment benefits
during the first half of 2025. That accounted for about 1.5% of all jobs in the state. The federal
government share of all jobs was much higher in some rural counties. The top 10 counties by
share of all jobs in federal government were rural areas. More than 15% of all jobs in Sherman
County were in federal government. The next-largest shares were in Grant (9%), Harney (8%),
and Lake (8%) counties.

Federal government jobs also tend to pay relatively high wages. Looking at annual average
wages, jobs on federal government payrolls in Oregon paid nearly $98,500 in 2024. That was
38% higher than the average annual wage for all jobs in Oregon. In 2024, there were 1,950
federal government jobs in Jackson County with an average annual wage of $87,866 and 304 in
jobs in Josephine County with an average annual wage of $83,577. Federal jobs represented
about 2.1% of total payroll jobs and 3.2% of total wages in Jackson County in 2024. In
Josephine County, federal government employment accounted for 1.0% of payroll jobs and
1.6% of total wages. Read more about federal government jobs in Oregon. Find out more about

Federal jobs in the Rogue Valley.

Next Press Releases

We will publish the latest Oregon Job Vacancy Survey report on Oct. 23, and the next update on
statewide trends on Wednesday, Nov. 19. We will update our schedule of future releases as
federal services return.
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To file a claim for unemployment benefits or get more information about unemployment
programs, visit unemployment.oregon.gov.

The Oregon Employment Department (OED) is an equal opportunity agency. OED provides
free help so you can use our services. Some examples are sign language and spoken-language
interpreters, written materials in other languages, large print, audio, and other formats. To
get help, please call 503-947-1444. TTY users call 711. You can also send an email

to communications@employ.oregon.gov.

El Departamento de Empleo de Oregon (OED) es una agencia de igualdad de oportunidades.
El OED proporciona ayuda gratuita para que usted pueda utilizar nuestros servicios. Algunos
ejemplos son intérpretes de lengua de sefias e idiomas hablados, materiales escritos en otros
idiomas, letra grande, audio y otros formatos. Para obtener ayuda, por favor llame al 503-
947-1444. Usuarios de TTY pueden llamar al 711. También puede enviar un correo
electrénico a communications@employ.oregon.gov.
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