
Unemployment Rate - 5.7% 

• The unemployment rate 
in July 2025 was 5.8% 

• The seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate has 
ranged from 5.6% to 5.9% 
over the year 

Local Area Unemployment 

Industry Employment Change July 2025 to July 2026 
• Jackson County gained 240 jobs over the year 
• Payroll employment up 0.3% over the year 
• Private education and health services added 1,450 jobs 
• Manufacturing lost 410 jobs 

Click here for the detailed July 
Employment Press Release 
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Special Topic: Oregon Artificial Intelligence Usage 
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Economic Indicators 
August 2026 

Jackson County 

Source: Anthropic Economic Index 

Oregon ranks 10th out of 51 states for 
Claude usage nationally. With an index 
value of 1.10x, the state uses Claude 
more than expected based on 
population. The split is even between 
augmentation and automation or 
collaboration and delegation. 

Computer and mathematical (20.4%); 
arts, design, entertainment, sports and 
media (13.4%); and educational 
instruction and library (12.4%) related 
positions use Claude the most. 

The majority of people (52.9%) use it in 
a personal context compared to work 
(37.8%) and coursework (9.3%). 
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Unemployment Rate - 7.0% 

• The unemployment rate 
in July 2025 was 7.4% 

• The seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate has 
ranged from 6.7% to 
7.4%% over the year 

Local Area Unemployment 

Industry Employment Change July 2025 to July 2026 
• Josephine County gained 100 jobs over the year 
• Payroll employment up 0.4% over the year 
• Private education and health services added 370 jobs 
• Leisure and hospitality lost 120 

jobs 

Click here for the detailed July 
Employment Press Release 

Current Employment Statistics 

Special Topic: Oregon Artificial Intelligence Usage 

Economic Indicators 
August 2026 

Josephine County 

Source: Anthropic Economic Index 

Oregon ranks 10th out of 51 states for 
Claude usage nationally. With an index 
value of 1.10x, the state uses Claude 
more than expected based on 
population. The split is even between 
augmentation and automation or 
collaboration and delegation. 

Computer and mathematical (20.4%); 
arts, design, entertainment, sports and 
media (13.4%); and educational 
instruction and library (12.4%) related 
positions use Claude the most. 

The majority of people (52.9%) use it in 
a personal context compared to work 
(37.8%) and coursework (9.3%). 
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